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(VAAC)



What is the VAAC?

• 9 VAACs across the world

• Monitor volcanic ash hazards 
for aviation

• Model ash trajectories

• Issue Volcanic Ash 
Advisories/Graphics (VAA/VAG)

• Issue SIGMETs

• FIRs include Nadi, Nauru, 
Honiara, Tahiti, Isla De Pascua



2022 VAACtivity

• 141 VAA/VAGs issued

• 96% related to eruptions/VA 

events

• Remainder for 

test/exercise/backup

• HTHH notable event this year

• Monitoring Metis Shoal, Tofua, 

Tinakula, American Samoa, 

Erebus, Ruapehu



Collaboration

• GNS + NEMA (Teams)

• Tonga Met (Teams) 

• American Samoa - USGS

• Vanuatu Geohazards

• Australian Bureau of 

Meteorology – VAAC Darwin

(Teams)



Monitoring

• Collaboration partners – VONA 

and Teams chat (GNS, Vanuatu, 

Tonga, USGS, Darwin VAAC)

• Webcams

• Satellite imagery 

(VOLCAT/CIMMS)

• Lightning alerts

• PIREPs



Thank you!


