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Aeroperu flight 603 died when it

plunged into the Pacific Ocean on its
way from Lima, Peru to Santiago, Chile.
The reason? An inexperienced employee
had left duct tape over vital static ports
on the underside of the fuselage,
causing a complete failure of multiple
flight instruments.

While this is certainly at the extreme end
an happen, it doesn't affect
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although in the case of the

the maintenance may not have be
carried out by a licensed aircraft
maintenance engineer (LAME).

Manawatu-based maintenance controller,
Adrian Williams, says his company,
Aero Support Engineering, has come
across instances where decals have
covered static ports — which can be as
small as 2 mm wide - and vortex
generators.
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“While they're very small, they ca

a huge effect on aerodynamics,” sz
Adrian. “That’s why it's concerning
when we see decals over them.”

The same principle applies to painting.

“When painting part of an aircraft,
its ‘static balance’ needs to fall within
the manufacturer’'s specified limits,”
says Adrian.

Static balancing refers to the alignment
of centre of gravity with the axis upon
vhich the surface revolves.
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