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Rule Objective 

The objective of Part 157 is to ensure that any potential aeronautical hazards 
are identified in advance of the construction, alteration, activation and deacti-
vation of an aerodrome, to prevent or minimise the adverse impacts to the 
safe and efficient use of navigable airspace. 

Effective date of rule 

Part 157 comes into force on 5 April 2025 

Administering Agency 

The administering agency responsible for administering these rules is the 
Civil Aviation Authority of New Zealand. 

Availability of rules 

Civil Aviation Rules are available from– 

CAA website: http://www.aviation.govt.nz/ 
Freephone: 0800 GET RULES (0800 438 785) 
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157.1 Applicability  

(a) This Part prescribes rules for persons proposing to construct, alter, ac-
tivate, or deactivate an aerodrome or heliport of the kind specified in para-
graph (b).  

(b) This Part applies to an aerodrome or heliport unless it is— 

(1) an aerodrome that is required to be certificated under Part 139; or 

(2) an aerodrome or heliport restricted to VFR operations that is used or 
intended to be used for a period of less than 7 days in any 30 con-
secutive day period; or 

(3) an aerodrome used or intended to be used exclusively by aircraft en-
gaged in agricultural operations and that is not located inside a con-
trol zone and that is located more than— 

(i) 5 nautical miles (9 kilometres) from the nearest other aer-
odrome; and 

(ii) 3 nautical miles (6 kilometres) from the nearest heliport; 
or  

(4) a heliport used or intended to be used exclusively by helicopters en-
gaged in agricultural operations and that is not located inside a con-
trol zone and that is located more than - 

(i) 3 nautical miles (6 kilometres) from the nearest aerodrome; 
and 

(ii) one nautical mile (2 kilometres) from the nearest other hel-
iport. 

157.3 Definitions 

For the purposes of rules157.1 and 157.5: 

"Aerodrome" does not include a defined area of land or water intended or 
designed specifically for use by helicopters: 

"Heliport" means any defined area of land or water, and any defined area on 
a structure, intended or designed specifically for use by helicopters. 
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157.5 Projects requiring notice  

Each person who intends to do any of the following (who in this Part is re-
ferred to as a 'proponent') must notify the Director in the manner prescribed 
in rule 157.7: 

(1) construct or otherwise establish an aerodrome or heliport to which 
this Part applies or activate such an aerodrome or heliport: 

(2) construct, re-align, alter, or activate any runway or other aircraft 
landing or take-off area of an aerodrome or heliport to which this 
Part applies: 

(3) increase the use of an established aerodrome or heliport restricted to 
VFR operations to more than 7 days in any 30 consecutive day pe-
riod: 

(4) deactivate, discontinue using, or abandon an aerodrome or heliport 
to which this Part applies, or any landing or take-off area of such 
an aerodrome or heliport, for a period of one year or more. 

157.7 Notice of intent 

(a) The notice required by rule 157.5(1), (2) and (3) must be submitted on 
the approved CAA Form to the Director at least 90 days before the day that 
work is to begin. 

(b) The notice required by rule 157.5(4) must be submitted in writing at 
least 30 days before the date planned for deactivation, discontinuance of use, 
or abandonment. 

157.9 Aeronautical study 

(a) On receiving a notification under rule 157.7(a), the Director must con-
duct an aeronautical study. 

(b) In conducting the aeronautical study, the Director must consult with 
such persons, representative groups, and organisations as the Director con-
siders appropriate. 

(c) The purpose of the aeronautical study will be to consider the effects 
that the proposed action would have on the safe and efficient use of airspace 
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by aircraft, and on the safety of persons and property on the ground. In par-
ticular, the aeronautical study must consider the following: 

(1) the effect the proposed action would have on existing or contem-
plated aerodrome traffic circuits of neighbouring aerodromes:  

(2) the effect the proposed action would have on existing and projected 
airspace uses:  

(3) the effect the proposed action would have on the safety of persons 
and property on the ground: 

(4) the effect the existing or proposed man-made objects and natural ob-
jects within the affected area would have on the proposed action.  

157.11 Aerodrome determination 

(a) On completion of the aeronautical study, the Director must issue to the 
proponent, appropriate local authorities, and other interested persons an aer-
odrome determination which must be one of the following: 

(1) Unobjectionable: A determination that the proposed action is un-
objectionable must be made when the Director is satisfied that the 
proposed action will not adversely affect the safe and efficient use 
of the airspace by aircraft nor the safety of persons or property on 
the ground: 

(2) Conditional: A conditional determination must be made when the 
Director identifies objectionable aspects of a proposed action but 
specifies conditions which, if complied with, satisfy the Director 
that the proposed action will not adversely affect the safe and effi-
cient use of the airspace by aircraft nor the safety of persons or 
property on the ground: 

(3) Objectionable: A determination that the proposed action is objec-
tionable must be made when the Director identifies objectionable 
aspects of a proposed action and must specify the Director's rea-
sons for finding the proposed action objectionable. 

(b)  Unobjectionable and conditional aerodrome determinations must con-
tain a determination void date in order to facilitate efficient planning for the 
use of the navigable airspace.  
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(c)  All work or action for which a notice is required by this Part must be 
completed by the determination void date. Unless otherwise extended, re-
vised, or terminated, an aerodrome determination becomes invalid on the day 
specified as the determination void date.  

(d) Interested persons may, at least 15 days in advance of the determina-
tion void date, petition the Director to— 

(1) revise the determination based on new facts that change the basis on 
which it was made; or 

(2) extend the determination void date. 

157.13 Notice of completion 

The proponent must notify the Director in writing of the completion of any 
action notified under rule 157.5 within 15 days of the completion. 


